
            

        
                    
   

 

                                                             
  
State of Vermont 
Vermont Department of Education                    
120 State Street                                                                     
Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 

Opportunity for Teachers and Students~! 
Participate in the Capitol Tree Ornament Project 2007 

 
This year the Capitol Christmas Tree displayed in Washington, DC will come from Vermont. This 60+ foot 
tree is coming from our own Green Mountain National Forest and is Vermont’s gift to the nation. It will be 
transported, along with 60 smaller room-size “companion trees”, to Washington DC for the annual Lighting 
of the Tree in early December.  
 
Your students have a unique opportunity to join a long standing national tradition by creating ornaments for 
this special Vermont project! 
 
How: There are two types of ornaments; ornaments for the large, outdoor tree and ornaments for the 

smaller, indoor companion trees. 
 
 Using an existing or modified visual art unit, have your students create ornaments for the 

“Outdoor” or “Indoor Companion” trees using the criteria supplied by the Architect of the 
Capitol - Washington, DC listed on the Ornament Criteria sheet for the particular tree type.  
Ornaments must arrive at the designation distribution site no later than October 30, 2007. 
Vermont has been asked to supply 4,000 ornaments for the outdoor tree and 600 
ornaments for the indoor companion trees. 

 
Bonus: Each student who submits an ornament may complete a Trip Entry Form to enter to 

win a FREE TRIP to the official Tree Lighting in Washington, DC in early December! 
 The winner will be able to invite one parent and a teacher to accompany him/her. All 

expenses will be paid for all! 
 
Deadline: All ornaments must arrive at the distribution site no later than October 30, 2007. 
 
Who: Indoor tree ornaments will only be created by the students of Vermont.  
 Outdoor tree ornaments will be created by students and the rich Vermont arts community. 
 
Theme:  Bringing an Old Fashioned Christmas to the Nation 
 
Criteria: See the Ornament Criteria Sheet for your ornament size. 
 
Ideas:  Ornament design suggestions include wintertime activities or objects such as: 
 

Skiing Snow shoeing 
Ice skating or sledding Horse drawn sleighs 
Snowflakes Stars 
Carolers Snow people 
Doves of peace are acceptable  

 
  
More Information? Gail Kilkelly, Coordinator for the Arts and World Languages 
   Vermont Department of Education at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us  
   or (802) 828-6560 
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More Information and Resources 
 
Background 

 
This is the fifth time Vermont has provided a tree to Washington, DC. Our state is continuing the 
tradition we began in 1967, 1980, 1982, 1994 and now 2007. Our tree is a balsam fir coming from 
Bennington County and more specifically from the Green Mountain National Forest. What makes this 
especially exciting is that the Green Mountain National Forest is celebrating their 75th anniversary in 
2007. Here are websites to view what previous states have contributed: 
 
2006 – A gift from the State of Washington - http://www.capitolchristmastree2006.org/ 
 
2005 – A gift from New Mexico - http://www.treenm.com/cht/HistoryoftheTree.htm and  
            http://www.aoc.gov/cc/grounds/hol_trees/2005tree.cfm 
 
2004 – A gift from Virginia – http://www.aoc.gov/cc/grounds/hol_trees/2004tree.cfm 
 
2003 – A gift from Idaho - http://www.aoc.gov/cc/grounds/hol_trees/2003tree.cfm 

 
Tree Cutting in Vermont 

 
The Cutting Ceremony and Official Caravan Kick-off will feature our Honorary Chairperson, retired 
US Senator James Jeffords and 2006 Winter Gold Medalist, Hannah Teter, as well as our Vermont 
Governor, James Douglas 

 
Vermont National Christmas Tree Project 2007  
  
 Visit http://www.capitolchristmastree2007.org/ 
 
Tree Lighting in Washington, DC – Watched by the Nation! 

 
The Washington DC Lighting Ceremony and Reception will be coordinated through Senator Patrick 
Leahy's Office with assistance from Senator Bernie Sanders and Congressman Peter Welch and their 
staffs. We will feature Vermont products at the Reception at the Botanical Gardens in Washington, 
DC. 
 
One student (accompanied by a parent and the teacher) and one community artist who has submitted 
an ornament will win an all-expenses paid trip to Washington, DC to attend the Tree Lighting. 

 
Green Mountain National Forest 

 
Learn more about Vermont’s Green Mountain National Forest and it’s the 75th Anniversary 
Celebration at http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/gmfl/ 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The enclosed ornaments were made by the students of this school as their gift to the nation’s 
capitol. We hope you enjoy learning about our school, and remember us as you look at the 
ornaments. 
 
 
School: _________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Art Teacher: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
These ornaments were made by students in Grade: ________ 
 
Enrollment of our school: ___________ 
 
      
Our school is located close to the “X” 
 
 
 

Here is some information about our school, 
our community, and our ornaments: 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
The 2007 Capitol Christmas Tree Ornament Project!: 

 “Bringing an old fashioned holiday to the Nation” 

Vermont Ornament Information Sheet 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Theme:  Bringing an Old Fashioned Holiday to the Nation. 
 
 

Criteria:  Provided by the Architect of the Capitol - Washington, DC 
• 5” - 8” in size reflecting the Vermont theme. 
• Ornaments must have a loop or hole for hanging wire. 
• Ornaments must have an attached traditional Christmas tree wire hanger. 
• Ornaments should be made of materials that will withstand mailing and shipping. 
• These ornaments will be viewed close up. Quality and detail are important. 
• Ornaments with religious theme are not acceptable. 
Vermont has been asked to supply 600-700 of these ornaments! 

 
Design Ideas:   Wintertime activities or objects such as 
 

Skiing Snow shoeing 
Ice skating or sledding Horse drawn sleighs 
Snowflakes Stars 
Carolers Snow people 
Doves of peace are acceptable  

 
 
 

 
1. Reminder:  Do not enclose Trip Entry Forms with ornaments.  
2. Complete Ornament Information Sheet and (if you wish) photos of your school or 

class 
3. Pack no more than 25 ornaments in a small box. 
4. On the small box write the number of ornaments enclosed. 
5. Enclose Ornament Information Sheet in each small box.  
6. If it is helpful, you may place small boxes in one large shipping box to save 

shipping costs. 
7. Use Companion Tree Ornament Shipping Label 
8. Mail Indoor Ornaments to:   
   Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests 
   231 North Main Street 
   Rutland, VT 05701 
 

The 2007 Capitol Christmas Tree Ornament Project!: 
 “Bringing an old fashioned holiday to the Nation” 

Ornament Criteria: The Indoor “Companion” Trees 

Process:    Contact Gail Kilkelly, VT Coordinator for Arts and World Languages   
   as soon as possible at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us or (802) 828-6560 and   
   register the number of ornaments your students will submit. 
 

    Only K-12 students may submit indoor ornaments.   
 

    If possible, send digital photos of your ornaments to Gail Kilkelly at VT DOE to post 
               on the website. 
 

    Trip Entry Forms – Mail to Gail Kilkelly, VT Dept of Education, 120 State Street,  
   Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 postmarked by October 30, 2007 
 

     Ornaments – Mail according to directions at the bottom of this sheet.  
   Ornaments must arrive by mail by October 30, 2007 .  
   Do not mail ornaments to the VT Dept of Education.  

Packing and Mailing Instructions – Indoor “Companion Tree Ornaments 

Please note: 
No ornaments 

will be returned 
to Vermont. 



This is the mailing label for the Indoor Companion Tree Ornaments ONLY 

Return Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitol Christmas Tree Ornament Project –  
INDOOR COMPANION TREE ORNAMENTS ENCLOSED 
 

 

Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests 
 231 North Main Street 
 Rutland, VT 05701 
 
 

 
Number of Boxes Enclosed: ___________ 
TOTAL Number of Ornaments Enclosed: ____________ 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Theme:  Bringing an Old Fashioned Holiday to the Nation 
 
 

Criteria: Provided by the Architect of the Capitol - Washington, DC 
• 9"- 12" in size reflecting the 2007 Vermont theme. 
• Ornaments must have a strong loop or hole for the hanging wire 
• Ornaments must have a 12-15" long piece of 20-gauge wire attached (similar to 

coat hanger wire).  
• Ornaments must be made of durable materials able to endure an outdoor 

environment for 3 weeks and that are lightweight, weatherproof, reflective if 
possible and able to withstand poor weather conditions. These ornaments will 
be viewed from a distance. 

• Ornaments with religious theme are not acceptable. 
• Vermont has been asked to provide 4,000 of these ornaments! 

 

Design Ideas:     Wintertime activities suggestions 
 

Skiing Snow shoeing 
Ice skating or sledding Horse drawn sleighs 
Snowflakes Stars 
Carolers Snow people 
Doves of peace are acceptable  

 
 

 
 
 

1. Reminder:  Do not enclose Trip Entry Forms with ornaments.  
2. Complete Ornament Information Sheet and (if you wish) photos of your school 

or class  
3. Pack all ornaments for shipping. 
4. Use Outdoor Ornament Shipping Label and list the number of ornaments in the 

box. 
5. Mail ornaments to:       Todd Transportation Co  

    25 Curtis Avenue 
    Rutland, VT 05701 
 

The 2007 Capitol Christmas Tree Ornament Project!: 
 “Bringing an old fashioned holiday to the Nation” 

Ornament Criteria for School and Community Members-  
Outdoor 60 Ft. Tree 

Process:    Contact Gail Kilkelly, VT Coordinator for Arts and World Languages as   
   soon as  possible at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us or (802) 828-6560 and register  
   the number of ornaments you will submit. 
 

    Create your ornament 
 

    Optional: Send digital photos of your ornaments if possible to Gail Kilkelly for posting on 
         the website. 
 

     Trip Entry Forms - Mail to Gail Kilkelly, VT Dept. of Education,  
   120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 postmarked by October 30, 2007 
 

      Ornaments made by students - Mail according to the Packing Instructions below. 
          Ornaments must arrive by mail by October 30, 2007  
 

      Ornaments – made by Community members: Mail or deliver your ornament to your 
   local Chamber of Commerce by October 30, 2007  

Schools: Packing and Mailing Instructions for Outdoor Tree Ornaments 



This is the mailing label for Outdoor Tree Ornaments ONLY 
 

Return Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capitol Christmas Tree Ornament Project –  
OUTDOOR ORNAMENTS ENCLOSED 
 
 

      Todd Transportation Co.  
     25 Curtis Avenue 
     Rutland, VT 05701 

 
 
 
 
Number of Ornaments Enclosed: ___________________ 

 

 



Entry Form – Win a Trip to the Tree Lighting 2007 in Washington, DC 
 

Everyone who submits an ornament is eligible to enter to win a trip to Washington, DC to attend the Tree Lighting Ceremony in December 2007. One 
community member and one student (accompanied by a teacher and parent) will be chosen. One entry per person. The drawing will be held in early 
November in Montpelier. All entry forms must be sent to Gail Kilkelly at the VT Dept of Education and postmarked by October 31, 2007 
   

 I am a K-12 student and have submitted an ornament.             I am an adult and have submitted an ornament. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________Telephone: (802) __________ 
 
City: __________________________________________ State: _______   Zip __________________ 
 
If a student, complete the following:  - School Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Grade Level: _______Age:____Art Teacher/Adult Coordinator: _______________________________ 
(If child is home-schooled write “Home School”) 
 
REQUIRED Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________ 
 
Mail Entry Forms to: Gail Kilkelly, Coordinator for Arts, VT Department of Education, 120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 
Do Not Pack Entry Forms In With Your Ornament!  Questions? Contact Gail Kilkelly at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us or (802) 828-6560. 
 

 
Entry Form – Win a Trip to the Tree Lighting 2007 in Washington, DC 

 

Everyone who submits an ornament is eligible to enter to win a trip to Washington, DC to attend the Tree Lighting Ceremony in December 2007. One 
community member and one student (accompanied by a teacher and parent) will be chosen. One entry per person. The drawing will be held in early 
November in Montpelier. All entry forms must be sent to Gail Kilkelly at the VT Dept of Education and postmarked by October 31, 2007 
   

 I am a K-12 student and have submitted an ornament.             I am an adult and have submitted an ornament. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________Telephone: (802) __________ 
 
City: __________________________________________ State: _______   Zip __________________ 
 
If a student, complete the following:  - School Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Grade Level: _______Age:____Art Teacher/Adult Coordinator: _______________________________ 
(If child is home-schooled write “Home School”) 
 
REQUIRED Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________ 
 
Mail Entry Forms to: Gail Kilkelly, Coordinator for Arts, VT Department of Education, 120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 
Do Not Pack Entry Forms In With Your Ornament!  Questions? Contact Gail Kilkelly at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us or (802) 828-6560. 
 
 
 

Entry Form – Win a Trip to the Tree Lighting 2007 in Washington, DC 
 

Everyone who submits an ornament is eligible to enter to win a trip to Washington, DC to attend the Tree Lighting Ceremony in December 2007. One 
community member and one student (accompanied by a teacher and parent) will be chosen. One entry per person. The drawing will be held in early 
November in Montpelier. All entry forms must be sent to Gail Kilkelly at the VT Dept of Education and postmarked by October 31, 2007 
   

 I am a K-12 student and have submitted an ornament.             I am an adult and have submitted an ornament. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________Telephone: (802) __________ 
 
City: __________________________________________ State: _______   Zip __________________ 
 
If a student, complete the following:  - School Name:  _______________________________________ 
 
Grade Level: _______Age:____Art Teacher/Adult Coordinator: _______________________________ 
(If child is home-schooled write “Home School”) 
 
REQUIRED Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________ 
 
Mail Entry Forms to: Gail Kilkelly, Coordinator for Arts, VT Department of Education, 120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 
Do Not Pack Entry Forms In With Your Ornament!  Questions? Contact Gail Kilkelly at gail.kilkelly@state.vt.us or (802) 828-6560. 

This event is organized by the 
Bennington Area Chamber of Commerce.
www.capitolchristmastree2007.org
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